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GOLDEN PIPELINE HERITAGE TRAIL 
Statement by Member for Merredin 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin) [12.57 pm]:  One hundred years ago the great Mundaring to Kalgoorlie water 
pipeline, designed and planned by the now legendary C.Y. O’Connor and delivered by Premier John Forrest, 
supplied the first fresh water to the Western Australian goldfields.  Since then the comprehensive scheme has 
delivered fresh water to hundreds of wheatbelt communities.  We now all have the opportunity to experience this 
great Western Australian engineering masterpiece by driving the golden pipeline heritage trail.  The golden 
pipeline heritage trail, which has been developed by the National Trust of Australia, is a 650-kilometre drive 
between Mundaring Weir and Mt Charlotte in Kalgoorlie.  It takes visitors on a journey to experience an 
Australian story of gold, water and the development of our sometimes harsh but beautiful Western Australian 
landscape.  The trail roughly follows the route of the pipeline along roads that are safe for buses or conventional 
family cars.  Much of the route is along Great Eastern Highway, but there are quite a few side roads that take the 
sightseer into quieter, less visited parts of the country, many of which are in my electorate of Merredin.  The 
traveller will easily find his way, as the route is signposted with almost 600 Main Roads Western Australia-type 
signs.  I have risen today to share this great new initiative for Western Australian tourism with my fellow 
members.  I followed the trail last month and was amazed at some of the historical sites that can be visited.  I 
thoroughly enjoyed my trip.  I would allow at least three or four days to follow the trail.  The signposts make that 
trip an easy one.  I recommend the golden pipeline heritage trail to all Western Australians and visitors to this 
State alike, and encourage all members to get a copy of The Golden Pipeline Heritage Trail Guide.   
 


